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Coordinated Early Intervening Services

What are CEIS?
CEIS are services provided to students in kindergarten through grade 12 
(with a particular emphasis on students in kindergarten through grade 
three) who are not currently identified as needing special education or 
related services, but who need additional academic and behavioral 
supports to succeed in a general education environment. 



Significant Disproportionality

Section 618(d) of the IDEA and the implementing regulations in 34 CFR 
§300.646 require States to collect and examine data to determine if 
significant disproportionality based on race or ethnicity is occurring in 
States and LEAs with respect to the following: (1) the identification of 
children as children with disabilities; (2) the identification of children as 
children with a particular disability; (3) the placement of children with 
disabilities in particular educational settings; and (4) the incidence, 
duration, and type of disciplinary actions, including suspensions and 
expulsions. https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg5.html#disproportionality

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg5.html#disproportionality


Coordinated Early Intervening Services

The IDEA (20 U.S.C. §1413(f)(2)) and its regulations (34 CFR 
§300.226(b)) identify the activities that may be included as CEIS: (1) 
professional development for teachers and other school staff to enable 
such personnel to deliver scientifically based academic and behavioral 
interventions, including scientifically based literacy instruction, and, 
where appropriate, instruction on the use of adaptive and instructional 
software; and (2) providing educational and behavioral evaluations, 
services, and supports, including scientifically based literacy 
instruction.
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg3.html

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg3.html


Required CEIS

• If notified by the Special Education 
Unit that CEIS is required for 
disproportionality, the district must 
complete a CEIS Application and 
submit the application in 
Indistar/ACSIP before the March 30 
deadline.  

• Districts voluntarily choosing to 
participate in CEIS must submit the 
application in Indistar/ACSIP before 
the March 30 deadline. 

• Forms are available on 
Indistar/ACSIP under the 
COMPLETE FORMS tab. 



My Dashboard and Complete Forms Tab

• Locate the COMPLETE FORMS  
TAB on the My Dashboard page. 
Scroll down to locate the SPED 
2019-20 CEIS form. Click on the 
forms and Save to File on a 
district computer. 
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Due Date: March 30, 2019



What Amount of Funds May an LEA Use For 
CEIS? 

• It is important to consider that many of the following fiscal considerations 
relating to CEIS only apply when an LEA is required to reserve funds for 
comprehensive CEIS following the identification of significant 
disproportionality, pursuant to 34 CFR §300.646(b)(2).

• If a State identifies significant disproportionality in an LEA, the LEA must 
reserve the maximum amount of funds for comprehensive CEIS. The funds 
must be used during the period of their availability for obligation and must 
be used for comprehensive CEIS regardless of whether the significant 
disproportionality is resolved during the time that the funds are available.

• If significant disproportionality is not identified and an LEA chooses to use 
funds for CEIS, the LEA may use up to the maximum amount allowed for 
CEIS (15 percent) and may reallocate any unspent funds during the time 
that the funds are available for obligation. https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg6.html#fiscal

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg6.html#fiscal


How is the 15% Calculated?

• Funds awarded to an LEA under both sections 611 and 619 of the 
IDEA must be included when calculating the 15 percent. An LEA may 
not reduce the amount it uses for this calculation by any other 
amount required by the IDEA. For example, an LEA may not deduct 
funds for equitable services for students parentally-placed in private 
schools before calculating the 15 percent.

• An LEA that is required to use funds for comprehensive CEIS because 
of significant disproportionality must use 15 percent of the total Part 
B funds awarded to the LEA.

• An LEA that is not identified as having significant disproportionality 
but chooses to use Part B funds for CEIS may use up to 15 percent of 
the total amount, less any funds reduced by the LEA pursuant to 34 
CFR §300.205. See 34 CFR §300.226(a). https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg6.html#fiscal

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg6.html#fiscal


CEIS 15% Maximum Chart

• Each year, SPED Finance posts 
the CEIS 15% maximum on the 
web. 
http://www.arkansased.gov/divi
sions/learning-services/special-
education/funding-
finance/school-age

http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/learning-services/special-education/funding-finance/school-age


MOE and CEIS

If an LEA is required or chooses to use part of its Part B funds for CEIS, 
it must consider the effect that the decrease in the available Part B 
funds might have on the LEA’s maintenance of effort obligation. States 
and LEAs should review the requirements in 34 CFR §§300.205(d) and 
300.226(a), and the examples provided in Appendix D to the Part B 
regulations, to better understand how CEIS and maintenance of effort 
calculations might affect one another. If an LEA uses additional local 
funds, or State and local funds, for special education and related 
services for children with disabilities in place of the Part B funds that 
are being used to provide CEIS to children who have not been identified 
as children with disabilities, the higher level of local, or State and local, 
expenditures becomes the LEA’s new maintenance of effort base for 
the subsequent year. 
https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg6.html#fiscal

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg6.html#fiscal


MOE Exception #B

• If participating in CEIS, the 50% 
Reduction exception( #B on the 
AFR Maintenance of Effort Data 
form) is not allowable for 
reducing the MOE.  



MOE and CEIS

• Districts should examine the capability of meeting Maintenance of 
Effort (MOE) before implementing CEIS.

• When 15% of Title VI-B funds are pulled away from the special 
education budget, this could result in raising the MOE status for the 
district. 

• For this reason, Voluntary CEIS is not recommended if the district has 
not met Maintenance of Effort within recent years. 



Supplement not Supplant Requirements

CEIS may not include services that were provided with other funds in 
a prior year, including services that were paid with ESEA funds.

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg6.html#fiscal

https://www2.ed.gov/policy/speced/guid/idea/ceis_pg6.html#fiscal


CEIS and Supplanting

• As with all federal grants, CEIS can not fund what is required by law. 
• CEIS can enhance or add to the RTI program but cannot replace the 

district funding for RTI programs.
• CEIS cannot replace the funding for an existing program or position.
• CEIS should be a new intervention to support the area of need. 



How Can a District Spend CEIS Funds?

• Interventions 
• Progress monitoring 
• After school programs
• Personnel 
• Paraprofessional 
• Professional development 
• Travel 
• Instructional materials



Guidance on Spending CEIS Funds

• Is the cost reasonable and necessary for the program? 
• Do sound business practices support the expenditure? 
• Does the expense support the purpose of the grant? 
• Is the expense in compliance with laws, regulations and grant terms? 
• Is the price comparable to that of similar goods or services in the 

geographic area?



What Should an Intervening Program Include?

• Prescribed instructional procedures; 
• Systematic implementation;
• Targeted instruction based on student needs; 
• Supplements to the general curriculum; 
• Connection to a specific goal that is well-defined, observable, and 

measurable; 
• Specific, defined, step-by-step descriptions so it can be implemented 

consistently & can be replicated; 
• Training for staff on implementation of the intervention to ensure fidelity; 
• Ongoing data and progress monitoring of the student’s response to the 

intervention; and
• Measures of fidelity to assure implementation and coaching supports.



CEIS Application
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CEIS forms will NOT be
Uploaded to Indistar.

Email files to:
Spedfinance.indistar@arkansas.gov



Naming the 2019-20 CEIS Application File

• Districts will name the CEIS file on a district computer before 
emailing.

SPED1920CEIS

Email files to:
Spedfinance.indistar@arkansas.gov
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Submit the CEIS Application

June 1, 2019

March 30, 2019

June 1, 2019

June 1, 2019

June 1, 2019



SPED Finance Contact Information

SPED Finance staff phone email
Chris Foley-Administrator 501-682-4223 christina.foley@arkansas.gov

Mikki Eubank 501-682-4293 mikki.eubank@arkansas.gov

Tanya Powell 501-683-5869 tanya.powell@arkansas.gov

Kim Vogt 501-682-4295 kim.vogt@arkansas.gov
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SPED Monitoring and Program Effectiveness 
Team

Staff Phone Email

Yvonne Greene – Administrator 501-682-4225 yvonne.greene@arkansas.gov

Thalea Clay 501-682-4225 thalea.clay@arkansas.gov

Mistila Hunt 501-682-4225 mistila.hunt@arkansas.gov

Angel Moran 501-682-4225 angel.moran@arkansas.gov

Tabitha Riendeau 501-682-4225 tabitha.riendeau@arkansas.gov

Stacy Kratky 501-682-4225 stacy.kratky@arkansas.gov

Jo Weaver 501-682-4225 joann.weaver@arkansas.gov
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